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right now and reshaping our planet for
the worse, moving so quickly that, at
some point, we will not be able to re-
cover no matter what we do.

The world will be so much worse for
our children and grandchildren. I think
of my 8-month-old—just turned 8
months on the 24th—my little grand-
son. Will his world be the same as ours?
Will it be just as beautiful, or will it be
flooding and fires and changes that
make his life and the lives of his whole
generation far more difficult? If we do
nothing, that will happen.

Carbon levels in the atmosphere are
at the highest point ever in human his-
tory. Just days ago, NBC reported that
this will be the hottest July on record.
Last month, June, was the hottest
June on record.

We all know the consequences will be
devastating, just devastating to our
planet if we fail to take action soon. It
is time for the Senate to debate seri-
ous, significant policies to address cli-
mate change. And, parenthetically, it
is another place MCCONNELL’S legisla-
tive graveyard unfortunately gains—
gains more and more. He will not do
anything on climate change, as impor-
tant as it is.

Let me thank Senator WHITEHOUSE
for his leadership on this issue. Maybe
Leader MCCONNELL will read his 250
speeches and have a change of heart. I
doubt it, but who knows? I wish that
all of my colleagues on the other side
would listen to him and join Democrats
in our efforts to pass legislation to
combat climate change.

———

PUERTO RICO

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, fi-
nally, one more point on Puerto Rico.
Last night, the Governor of Puerto
Rico, Ricardo Rossello, announced he
will resign on August 2. I am glad that
the Governor has listened to the voices
of the people of Puerto Rico. It is clear
he lost their trust, their respect, and
certainly the mandate to govern. The
most important thing now is a quick
and orderly transition of power so that
our fellow citizens on the island can
turn the page on this difficult chapter
and move forward.

No matter what, we have to stand
with the people of Puerto Rico. The is-
land is still a far way off from recovery
after the devastation of recent hurri-
canes. It is essential that the local
Puerto Rican economy continue to re-
cover and that basic services performed
by the government continue undis-
turbed as that process continues.

As a new Governor enters office, we
pledge to do whatever we can to ensure
the people of Puerto Rico receive the
aid and the support they need. We
fought incredibly hard on the disaster
bill to make sure the people of Puerto
Rico are not treated worse than any
other U.S. citizens. The events of the
past 2 weeks should in no way inhibit
that aid from reaching the island
quickly and efficiently. It is so badly
needed. I will be watching and doing
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everything in my power to guarantee
that is the case.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The leadership time is reserved.

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will be in morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The Senator from Washington.

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I
come to the floor today to sound once
again the alarm against Republicans’
efforts to throw the lives of millions of
families into chaos and uncertainty
and to urge my colleagues to reverse
course and join Democrats to protect
people’s healthcare before it is too
late.

A few weeks ago, President Trump
and Republican attorneys general ar-
gued in court to create a healthcare
crisis for families in our country. If Re-
publicans win their blatantly partisan
lawsuit, the consequences could be
sweeping and devastating. Tens of mil-
lions of people who have healthcare
coverage through Medicaid Expansion
or the exchanges could lose it, as could
many young adults who are on their
parents’ insurance.

Over 100 million people with pre-
existing conditions could lose protec-
tions that stop insurance companies
from charging them more, excluding
benefits they need or denying them
coverage entirely. Patients could lose
protections that require insurers to
cover essential health benefits like pre-
scription drug costs, maternity care,
emergency care, or mental healthcare
and more. Limits on how much pa-
tients have to pay out of pocket could
go away, while lifetime and annual
caps on patients’ benefits could come
back even to those insured through
their employers.

Republicans have refused to acknowl-
edge what is actually at stake now for
the patients and families whose health
they are putting at risk, and they have
made it all too clear that despite the
horrible consequences they are setting
up, despite the lives they are throwing
needlessly into jeopardy, Republicans
are going to go full steam ahead with
this reckless lawsuit to strike down
healthcare for millions and without
any plan to do anything if they win.

Some Republicans have tried to
dodge this fact by saying they will fig-
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ure it out after they win. That is an in-
credibly telling and incredibly alarm-
ing position. It is about as comforting
as an arsonist telling you he will re-
build your house after he burns it
down.

Let’s be clear. Republicans have no
plans for the patients who lose their
coverage, no plans for the families who
will see their healthcare costs go up,
and no plans for people nationwide who
rely on these protections for pre-
existing conditions that could be taken
away. They have no plan for all the
people who will be hurt by the damage
they are fighting to cause, and families
expect better. They deserve better.

This is not rocket science. People
want us to protect their healthcare,
not take it away. They want us to
bring healthcare costs down, not send
them certainly higher. They want us to
fight for them, not against them.

Republicans have made the wrong
choice time and again. So I call on my
Republican colleagues to stop this
chaos and work with us. Let’s fight for
patients before it is too late. The clock
is ticking, and patients and families
are watching closely. If Republicans in
the Trump administration refuse to
end this partisan lawsuit, families and
patients will be the ones who suffer the
consequences, and they will not forget
the Republicans who stood by and
cheered and let it happen.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MOON-MARS DEVELOPMENT
PROJECT

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, those of
us who have had a chance over some
time now to work with the former
Speaker of the House, Newt Gingrich,
know that he is a man of ideas and is
often thinking well beyond the mo-
ment. I had a chance the other day to
read a paper that he prepared on Presi-
dent Trump’s Moon-Mars Development
Project, and I want to borrow heavily
from his thinking as I talk about this
project today.

It is an important time. We just
spent significant time remembering,
appreciating, and looking back at the
50th anniversary of American astro-
nauts landing on the Moon and return-
ing safely. Fifty years goes more
quickly than you might think.

But for the first time in that 50
years, we are really at a point where
there is a chance that we could cease
to be the leading power in space. We
decided we were going to become the
leading power in space; we became the
leading power in space; we have been
the leading power in space. But that is
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